
SEPSIS SCREENING TOOL  

 

 

The NEWS trigger system aligned to the scale of clinical risk 
*RED score refers to an extreme variation in a single physiological parameter (ie score of 3 on the NEWS chart, coloured RED to 
aid identification and represents an extreme variation in a single physiological parameter). The consensus of the NEWS 
Development and Implementation Group (NEWSDIG) was that extreme values in one physiological parameter (eg heart rate ≤40 
beats per minute, or a respiratory rate of ≤8 per minute or a temperature of ≤35⁰C) could not be ignored and on its own 
required urgent clinical evaluation.   

 
If patient score is 3 in any parameter or overall score ≥5 consider hospital admission, 999 if patient acutely 
unwell. 
 
Note:  Clinical judgement needs to be used at ALL times.  NEWS is only a guide – some patients may 
require action despite a low NEWS score.  On the other hand some patients will have a high NEWS score 
because of underlying disease eg COPD patient RR>25 or oxygen sats <91%. 


